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ABSTRACT

Resistance to foreign rule on ideological grounds nationalism, patriotism, self government etc.was
phenomenon which appeared on the Indian politicehe only at the beginning of the last quarterhef 19th Century.In
this situation Annie Besant came to India in 1883o0in the work of Theosophical Society. From 1814917 the pace
was set for the Indian National Movement by Anrésa®it.She was an unusually vigorous women withnanm@nding
personality and magnetic presence.she had develbpedratorical and journalistic skills.She playedvital role in
Indian politics and started a Home Rule MovemenMadras Presidency and fight against the British &If Rule in

India
KEYWORDS: Nationalism, Patriotism, Self Government, HomesRubvement

INTRODUCTION

During the later part of the T'century and the first half of the present, Ind@pinion was getting hardened
against British rule. Tamilnadu in the early paftiee 19" century was not an integral part of any largeitioal entity

which could be called the government of India.

The latest variety of foreign rule that Tamilnadashsuffered was the English government of Tamilniadihe
first instance and later of the same territory ag pf British Indian dominions. Resistance to fgrerule on ideological
grounds of nationalism, patriotism, self governmetetwas a phenomenon, which appeared on the lipditical scene

only at the beginning of the last quarter of th& Century*

No kind of united political action took place iretffamilnadu part of the Madras presidency till 1886en Lord
Dufferin was the viceroy, the Indian National Coegg was founded and it is met for the first im@ambay?Some of
the Englishmen who were lovers of India and whaplsoved of the autocratic British rule in Indiaey wished to bring
important and socially conscious Indians togetloertfie purpose of demanding the privileges whicth been denied to
the people of the country by the British governmekxhong them, A.O. Hume and Wedderburn are imponpeople.
When the Indian National Congress met in Bombaydmda opinion was represented by veteran G. Subnzaniyer.

Other Tamilians who took an active part in the yeattivities of the congress were C.Vijayaraghaeaen of Salem,

! N.Subrahmanian, Social & Cultural History of Tamaitlu 1336-1984, Udumalpet,2007 p.66
2 M.N.Das, Indian National Congress versus the §rji/ol.|, 1885-1918,Ajanta publications,1978,p.200
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Kasturiranga lyengar and Gopalacharlu. Slowly tbagress and its principles spread all over Indig; third annual
session of the congress and its principles spriéagter India®The third annual session of the congress was heWtbidras

in 1887. Local organizations like the Madras Mahaj&abha carried on a mild political activity.

Following on the annual meetings of Indian Natio@dngress, the ‘Hindu’ (an English daily with which
G.Subramanya lyer was associated ) and the ‘Swariteaa’ (a Tamil daily ) were beginning to voiceaagst the British

government.

During the short period of 1907 to 1912 all thedast activity had occurred in Tamilnadu. Among tleading
revolutionaries could be mentioned V.V. Subrama8pam, Swadeshi padmanabha lyengar. In 1911 Didwagistrate
Ashe of Tirunelveli was shot dead at Maniyachi bgn¢hi lyer’This was the only notable instance of assassiration
committed by Tamil terrorist nationalists. Anothmatable person in the National Movement V.O. Chidaram pillai, an
advocate of Tuticorin, started a Swadeshi Steanidddon Company, which would ply steamers betweatic®rin and
Ceylon competing with already existing British Caanfes. The British authorities tried to discourdige endeavour and
the British companies harassed the new companytsmtirectors. Chidambaram pillai was accused okingseditious
speeches and organizing terrorist activities arledéfirst in Coimbatore and later in Cannanorenfravhere he was

released in December 1942.

In this situation, Annie Besant came to India i®3&o join the work of the Theosophical Societyorirl914 to
1917 the pace was set for the Indian National Mou@nby Annie Besant. She was an unusually vigoreusien with a

commanding personality and magnetic presence. &heléveloped her oratorical and journalistic skills
Origin of Home Rule League

In the year 1895 that a Memoranda on the Home Rilliéor India was published under Tilak’s inspii@t as his
practical statesmanship was not content with theeaty of isolated Reforms. However, as the palitieeling at that
time was far less advanced, the idea did not pichknomentum. Eleven years later, in 1906, Swaraj, defined #s se
government in the colonial system, was definitelyppunded by the congress as the ultimate aim9Q7Y the Surat Split
put this aim as the first article of the congressed. This had some success, and the congressdbigdeegan to give it a
serious thought. In the year 1913 the Muslim Leagdepted the formula of “Suitable government’as i of the
Mohammedans. From 1914 onwards, however, it becaampewerful movement. As explained in the precediagtion,
Annie Besant propagated it with all the vigor at bt@mmand. In 1915, she thought, it was time td $tame Rule League
for India. For majority of Indian politicians thohg self-government still remained in the distand aiather dim

background. Mrs. Besant's policy was to “transptbeepicture”, “get self-government”, and “all thesther changes that

you have asked for will follow as a matter of cairs

In September 1915, Mrs. Besant called for a vigeridome Rule agitation. No doubt, she meant hertgit to

3 V. Krishnaswamy lyer to Wedderburn, 23 April 1989K.lyer papers.

* N.Subrhmaniamp.cit,p.80

® Dr. Besant's article iAnnie Besant buildgiBesant Spirit Series)TPH, Adyar, Madras 1942, P.62

® NewIndia 1st September, 1918, TPH, Adyar, 1918

"Dr. Besant's article iNew India6th, January 1916, Adyar, P. 10.

8 Annie Besant, IndiaA Nation,(A plea for Indian self-government) New India O&ic1923. Pp.51-53.

| NAAS Rating: 3.10- Articles can be sent to editor @ mpactjournals.us




| Contributions of Home Rule Movement to the National Movement in Tamil Nadu 367 |

be thoroughly “loyal and law-abiding”She asked if the Indian leaders in every town\altage would take up the cry of
Home Rule for India- hold meetings, and explaith® masses and make them demand from the liberiygdritish race
self-government for their country. She advised Itidian newspapers to keep on writing, till the ‘ddgermeated Indian

Society as a whole and the demand was clearly d¢fo&he declared:

Insidious onslaughts on Indians force us not tdoémboozled by this one-sided argument of not wogyhe
Government in times of war. If the Government, ngkadvantage of the situation, trample upon Indi@ges, aspirations,
and ideals, would we be loyal to India and libdaying Britain to sit with folded hands and sayhiagy? There is a great
war now going on, but in India there is anothedkiri Struggle to be perceived, as titanic as Euaogme. It is the travail
before the birth hour. And to those Indians whoadraid of the fight, to thent!

She believed that no nation gave liberty to anottaion and sooner they realized it the betteratiom was fit
for liberty the moment she was determined to h&avéhe Home Rule League, distinct from the Congress to take up
work which the Congress did not and could not dthws annual sessions and the rare meetings abitamittees. She
made it clear that it would have nothing to do véththe reforms for which the Congress stood, sheeone central claim,
self- government for India, and it would work centously and one-pointedly, in Press and on thdqptat for this one
thing. Some may say, she said, Why does thisftérdhe War? Because, after the war, it will be tate. India should
follow the example of the self-governing dominioasd clearly stated her resolve, as they have donshare in the
control of the Empire, as well as to enjoy HomeeRuals they already enjoy it. Such a demand is n@ mat of place, no
more embarrassing than theirs. To feel any embsmmaist over, it would employ a contemplation of sefiiand England
has not invited India to fight for liberty in Eurepwith the intention of refusing liberty’s soldseand their people when

they return homé&?

The Government tried its best to persuade Annieatie® drop her Home Rule propaganda till after\er

But she refused to drop even temporarily her Homle Rampaign.
Establishment of Home Rule League

On 25 December ,Annie Besant called a meeting souds the establishment of a Home Rule League.eThos
present (about 200) comprised the All- India Coagréommittee, the Council of the Muslim League, tredsignatories
to the invitation, but it was a private meetingr&ranath Banerjee presided over this meéfidgnie Besant placed her
scheme before the committee. P.C.Mitter (Bengalyedoan amendment to refer the subject to the ceagaed the
Muslim League. To legitimize her Home Rule Leagnd give it a more universal appeal, Mrs. Besanghothe support
of the Indian National Congress at its annual meetit Bombay in December, 191But her efforts were opposed by
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, because he thoughitth@ight weaken the congress, where the hopetwasengthen it.

It was because the congress showed little actbetyveen its annual session that the need for a Heufe League had

° The Commweahth January, 1917, Madras, P.11.

19 Annie Besant, (ed), 'Famous Congress League S¢ireMew India,Madras, June, 22, 1918.
" The Commonweasth June, 1917, Op. Cit., Pp.438-434.

12 A, BesantHow India wrought for FreedonMadras 1915,p.532

13 A. BesantArticle in young Indiareprinted irNew Indiap.2

4 Annie Besant’s papers on Madras Parliament, Adviadras.p.23

3 |bid., p.26

| I mpact Factor(JCC): 3.6586 - Thisarticle can be downloaded from www.impactjournals.us




[ 368 Pricila |

aroused®She therefore had to be content with two importasblutions which she was instrumental in gettingsed at
the meeting. One outlined the type of constituticneform that the Congress considered satisfactbhg second, and
more important, resolution authorized the All Indlangress Committee to draw up a scheme of cotigtial reform in
the meantime congress would carry on a progranCohtinuous work, education and propagandi§ttie second of these
two resolutions obviated the need for a Home Rudadue, at least until September 1, 1916 when thetitational
scheme commissioned by the congress was due tallshed. However, Mrs.Besant felt that if the sokewas not

complete by that date she would be justified imgahead with her own plar.

Using the influence that she already had in Maghaliics, she pressed for the establishment of atile and
propagandist activities by the Madras provinciainaattee of congress, and persuaded some of herdfjeincluding
C.P.Ramaswami lyer, a lawyer, and A. Rangaswamigsg an enthusiastic political worker, to givetlges on
constitutional topics at the Madras Mahajana Saitdia’® The lectures attracted some attention, and a nunftepllege

students became interested in Home Rule.

Simultaneously, she increased the tempo and shesmieher propaganda work through press, Propadauncic
and “Groups”. She began a definite propaganda faméi Rule in her papeédew Indiafrom 5 January, 1916. It was
entitled “Home Rule Section” covering three pagesriting” therein articles in favour of self-govenent from all shades

of opinion?°

The supplement and in vigorate the campaign MrsaBealso published a series of articles entitMtinfing
Self-Government”, in her weekly pap&he CommonwedlHer write-ups, speeches and activities provoked the

government greatly.
Home Rule League in Tamilnadu

The Home Rule was started on th® df September 1916, but the League was formallygneated on "3
September in YMIA (Gokhale Hall) Hall in Madras birs. Besant who initiated the first attempt at magpeal. ----The
word ‘Home Rule’ were for popular cry making thetféhat struggle was not against Great Britain, footiberty within
the Empire. The main idea of the Home Rule wasctiexe self-government for India. Home Rule invehae home to
rule. It was the cry of a nation for self rule eifsgovernment. Mrs. Besant observed that theabpdct of the Home Rule

League was defined as:
* To secure Home Rule for India through all law-abgdand constitutional activity.
» To maintain the connection with Great Britain bydming a free nation within the British Empire.

» To support and strengthen the Indian National Cesgyrwhich has labored for thirty years to layfthendations

of Indian Self-Government.

The Common WeaP, January,1918

" The Evolution of Mrs. Besant, Being the Life antlic Activities of Mrs.Annie Besant, Madras 1918,p3
% Ipid.,P.320

19 A. Besant, ‘Internment Diary’, July 21 to 30,1912

2 The Common Weal2 March 1915,p.188

% New Indial January, 1915
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To carry on a continuous educative propaganda emécessity of Home Rule for IndfaFurther clarifying the
concept of Home Rule, Dr. Besant wroteNew Indiathat: 'India to be governed by her own men, fresdfcted by
herself, to make and break ministers at her watyy arms, to have her own army, to have her owy,na levy her own
taxes, to make her own budget, to educate her @eple to irrigate her own land, to be a sovereigtion within her
borders, owning the paramount powers of the Imper@avn and sending her sons to the Imperial Cduriai. Besant
explained why India should demand the Home Ruldialldemands Home Rule for two reasons. First, reeds the
birthright of every Nation. Secondly, her most intpat interests are now made sub-servant to tleeesits of the British
Empire without her consent, and her resources arautilized for her greatest needs. It is enougly é@ mention the
money spent on her army, not for local defense famutmperial purposes, as compared with the ma@p®nt on primary

educatior??

The all India Home Rule commenced its work with Besant as its President, C.P.Ramaswamy lyer as its
General Secretary, and B.P. Wadia and G.S. Arurakaliés Treasurer and Organizing Secretary reg@dgtiThe strong
base of the League was in the south, where thesBiplical Society's followers spread the Home Ruésddge®New
India and The Commonwedler two papers, rendered tremendous service fontemsive campaign for home-ruldew
India stood for home-rule news and G.S. Arundale, edited news. The resolutions, most important speeglits
summary, were published as 'Home-Rule Series' Updblished for the Editorial Board of the All-lredBelf-Government
found' this was started by Annie Besant in 1$Bhis was the least aggressive way in which propdgdor Home Rule,
while arousing and educating the country. By hditipal writings in New Indig the League membership increased from
7,000 in March to 27,000 in December 1917.

New India and Common Weahs the main streamline of spreading the ideaseefibm to every corner of India.
Dr. Besant's intention was to lead a political caigp in favor of Swaraj and Liberty. She strongdit that:

‘To be free in India, as the Englishman is fre&€myland. To be governed by her own men, freelgteteby her, To be

sovereign nation within her own borders. Britaind andia hand in hand, but on India free as is lth bight' 2’

Annie Besant toured all over India to spread heragdamong the masses. The Home Rulers followed the
constitutional method of political agitation. Fdrem, this was the best method for political evolutMadras was the
centre of Besant’'s Home Rule activities. Throughtbetpresidency, the Home Rulers formed readinghsoand libraries.
Special Home Rule classes have been started and beeheld twice a week in the hall of the Youndian Association at
Madras; the first meeting was taken by a membéh@fTheosophical Society under the presidency af Besant herself.
The members of the league organized lectures amgpgiiscussion in cities like Karachi, Bombay, Q#ie, Madurai,
Trichirappalli, Masulipatnam, Madras, Vijayawadalather places. Mrs. Besant made effective campfaigilome Rule

for India through the Theosophical Society. Theedyts followers spread the Home-Rule message émyegorner.

One of the facts is that Mrs. Besant was presidéhbth the Theosophical Society and Home Rule Leaghis

22 New India,6th January 1916, Madras, P. 10

% Dr, Besant's article on 'What does India wamntRrinie Besant Builder of New Indi@p.Cit., Pp.272-273.
24 Gokhale to Annie Besant,10 January,1915,Adyahites.

% The Common Weal?2 February, 1915, pp.125-6.

% Gokhale to Mrs.Besant, 25 June, 1914, Adyar Ae$i Madras,p.48

27 Annie BesantThe Future of Indian PoliticisAdyar, Madras,1922.p.30
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resulted in many Theosophists becoming memberiseof €agué® Several branches of the League were establishefll in
important towns in Tamilnadu such as in TirunelieMadura, Trichinopoly, Tanjore, Tiruppur, Coimbet and also

many prominent persons became members and spremd Role under the direction of Mrs. Bes&ht.

Mrs. Annie Besant’s teachings and ideas had grepadt on the younger section of the society, eafiga@n the
Western educated Indians. George Joseph was onggahmem. As a part of her activities, Annie Besasited some rural
districts of Tamilnadu, and she visited Madurabalgladurai was a major centre of activity for Geotlpseph. On 20th
March 1916, George Joseph met Mrs. Annie Besanthierfirst time on one of her visits to Maduraiofr that day
onwards Joseph became a great supporter of HoneeMRaement. The methods and teachings of AnnieBdssd made
a deep impact on George Joseph. Madurai soon becamef the major centers of Home Rule activitiad &eorge

Joseph became a strong activist of the Home Rudgues®

In Madurai, another campaign started by Mrs. BesAstper an order issued by the British governnwent"
June 1917, Mrs. Besant and other leaders of theeHRute League were banned from visiting urban cerilee Madras
and Madurai. The British government also prohibigtddents from attending any Home Rule League tamitaMrs.

Besant condemned all such actions of the governthemigh various meetings held in Madurai.

Another meeting was held in Madurai in February 8,9h which Mrs. Besant commented that for achigvin
Home Rule, people should agitate within India ahd also recommended for sending representativéngband for
demanding self government to IndfaThe congress session held in Calcutta in 1917, rMrde Besant its president. It

was considered as a great triumph for the Home Rolement and its ardent supporters as well asviats.
The Following Notice had been Issued from the HomRule League Office

“It is proposed by Mrs. Besant that a more vigoroaspaign must be done throughout the Tamil distof the
presidency to form as many branches of the Home Redgue and enlist as many members as possiblgo Tas, fluent
speakers in Tamil are required. Those who likeat@ tpart in this will please meet me at 4.p.m ordké¢sday and give

their number and name¥®.

Mrs.Annie Besant's speeches awakened the studendtsl#e group of Tiruchirappalli. The first Homeule
Convention of the students was presided by Varadarhlaidu in Tiruchirappalli. The second Home Ra@mvention was
held at the National College, Tiruchirappalli poesl over by Mr.Arundale. Lectures given on the ¢opi education

emphasising the need of the services of Youngmathécountry.

To intensify the Home Rule movement, public meetimgere conducted under the auspices of the Condgress
1917, the Tiruchirappalli district Congress Confex placed on record that the people would notdppy unless self
government was established. Another meeting was inethe Tiruchirapplli town hall on #8August 1917 under the
auspices of the local Home Rule League when ChaS8éihara Sarma and Mantreswara Sarma were stateaveo

delivered lectures on ‘students and politics’. Agnumber of students participated in the meetimgheir speeches,to

% |bid.,pp.32-38

29 Fortnightly Reports, Public Department (Confidehti18" May,1918, p.3
%0 Fortnightly Reports, Public Department (Confidehti1d" April, 1918, p.2
31 The Common Weal?" April, 1918, p.25-28

%2 Fortnightly Reports, Public Department (Confidahti18" May,1917, p.42
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take the swadesi vow, the boycott of foreign aichnd the adoption of the method of passive agsist In 1917, BJune
Mr.Kalyanasundra Mudaliyar, the editor of thesabhaktarfthe organ of the Madras Presidency Associatitne) District
Magistrate mentions that in additon to advocatiagsve resistance and the spread of Home Rule gaoga in rural
areas, the speaker laid special stress on thetoeadanize in each village bands of a hundred @renmen to be drilled
and trained “to put down the wicked and prevenendiers®*The Home Rule popaganda became active in Tirugbiiiap
district under the directions of the Hon’ble Mr.BNarasimha lyyer of the of the local legislativeunoil. He held a

number of special meetings and founded additioraithes of the league in various plaes.

In 1917, Dr.P.Varadarajula Nayudu who was the $egreof Tamilnadu Branch of League, lectured on ldom
Rule in North Arcot district, he spoke entirelyTiamil. His lectures drew large crowds, for thetfiime, perhaps to many
non-English speakers, he was making available thaeat and participation of politics. In the decadliter the
inauguration of the Home Rule, Varadarajula Naidd ather politicians used the vernacular with maahcess. There
was a strong statement for India Home Rule by Mesait in 1916 at the Cuddalore political conferehoed pentland

who was then Governor of Madras sent for her akddaker to leave Indi&.

In Tanjore the Home Rule meeting presided over pgrsiones Sub-Judge. In Coimbatore and the meetisg
conducted by Mr.B.V.Narasimha Ayyar. The two HomegleRmeetings in the Salem district, a prominent parthese
meetings was taken by Adinarayana Chetti, formarlyHonorary Magistrate of Salem town. The two nmegtipublicly

advocated the demand of a declaration regardirfigyeeernment®

The first anniversary of the League was celebratedhe 14 September 1917 at the hall of the Young Men’s
Indian Association, the speech delivered by MrsaBesMrs.Besant also gave a public address on HRuole at the
Tanjore District Conference in Negapatnam on th& S8ptember 1917.The attention of Government has beawn to
another pamphlet issued by her, bearing the titheder sentence of death” which reproduced with cenus the orders
passed against her two printing presses undenthiar press Act,1910; the Law officers Governmeatteeing consulted

as to whether this pamphlet is not liable to fdtfies under section 12 of the Att.

In this situation, Lord Pentland raised strong otim with Mrs. Besant, on her publishing articledNew India
campaign for Home Rule.He imposed severe represseasures against the Home Rule Movement and poBsteant ‘s

journalistic Campaign. They invoked both the Deéao&india Act and sections of Indian press Ac1810.

At the time of the registration dew Indiain 1914, it was exempted from the liability to dsjicsecurity. But,
the authorities felt that Mrs. Besant did not desehis concession. In view of the continued aggjwestone ofNew India
and the sharpness of the articles appearing thetGovernment of Madras moved the Chief Presidéfegistrate's Court
on 15 May 1916, to cancel the order which exemplesl Besant from the obligation to deposit secuititiconnection
with New India.The Madras Government served a note on 26 May 1®1drs. Besant levied a security of Rs. 2,000 on

New India. It was to be paid before June 15th, 1916. And QGuwent served another order to her, that demandfresh

% Raj KumarAnnie Besant’s Rise to Power in Indian Polifdsncept Publishing House,New Delhi,pp.96-100
% NNPR,Swadesamitran,{May 1917.

% Eugene F.Irschick,Politics and Social ConflicSiouth India, The Non-Brahman Movement and Tamil Sijsan,
1916-1929,University of California press,Berkeleyld_os Angeles,1969, pp.29-35

% Fortnightly Reports, Public Department (Confidahti18" January,1916, p.5

3" Fortnightly Reports, Public Department (Confidahti18" May,1917, p.42
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security of Rs. 10,000 for continuanceNdgw Indiaon August 28th 1916. The Press Act gave to hepfiten of paying
in cash or in government promissory notes. The Gfficer of the Governor General, Mr. Sinha promiskdt interest
should be paid on security levied. But, Madras @Gowent paid no interest. By the strong repressigoress,New India
was only suspended for three days, on June 18th, &8 20th of 1917 and reappeared on June 21PMt. Telang

became the editor dfew India.

The Nationwide protest was carried out against Ledtland and his repressive measures againstBésant
and her papeNew India®. The New India security affair spread political cciosisness in the entire nation. National
leaders like Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, M.A. dnnTej Bahadur Sapru and C.Y. Chintamani raised trace
against Pentland's Government. Large number ofipuidetings withessed in Madras Presidency in Bemganbay and
the United Provinces. Congress Committees in Tirupanjore, Erode and Cuddalore, Ahmadnagar, BomAkbghabad
and other towns in India made protest against ine@Gment> *Amrita Bazar Patrikaleclared that 'Liberty of the Press in

India is a myth'.

By the Government's repression and efforts to seppMrs. Besant's agitation and her activities,idea of
Home Rule became more popular. And also by reprgssi her press, Lord Pentland and his governmesdrhe a chief
propagandist of Home Rule in an indirect way. Des&nt built for the Home Rule unemotional mass srpphe Indian
National Congress was an auxiliary of the Home Riglague, because of her inspiring leadership. & aminstrument for

carrying the message of Home Rule as a birthrigh¢mote villages as much as to urban Populétion.

As Gandhi once said, Annie Besant within a few gdamought Home Rule within the consciousness ofyeve
Indian village and as no other Indian worker, simbedied Swaraj or self-rule for India with the wladaf her being. The
Home Rule Movement spread to every corner of liagid as Gandhi said in 1917, ‘the Home Rule' beeameantra in

every cottage’
Non —Brahmin Reaction to Home Rule

The Home Rule Movement failed to reach the masBles.control of the national movement by the Bratemin
excited a Dravidian reaction. It found expressiothe organization of their own political asso@as. The non-Brahmin
movement arose out the jealousy of the non-Brahtowsirds the Brahmins who occupied dominant posstim politics
and public offices. The non-Brahmin dominated cesgrworld reap out of Home Rule. They pushed faitviheir
programmes through Justice party to counteracptiieies of the Congress. To the non-Brahmin thedtess party was
not an instrument for social change. The Congresmriittees in the village failed to carry the massath the
organization due to the racial complex deep inrttieds of both the Brahmins and non-Brahmins. Thegoess tried to
compromise the evils of the society with a viewgtd the support of the upper classes.But the natmBins continued to

challenge them from outside.

The activities of Mrs.Besant evoked a vigorous ¢eummovement. The Justice party wanted to exploit t

political opportunities by posing themselves Champiof the non-Brahmins. They were willing to ceemgie with the

3 peter Robb article on 'The Government of India @&mhie Besant' inModern Asian Studiesyol.X, No.l, 1976,
P.107.

39 Annie Besant's article on "Steps to Freedonitie Besant Spirit Seriegpl.3, TPH, Adyar, 1939, Pp.74-75.
“0pande. B.N., (ed) Centenary History of Indian National Congress|.¥¢1885-1919), New Delhi, 1985,p.48

“1 Dr.BesantThe Future of Indian Politic§[PH, Adyar 1922, p.83
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British bureaucracy, in order to gain political aadiministrative positions for the non-Brahmins ahdhe same time keep
the Brahmins from monopolizing political powers.elthparty paper Justice and their programmes Haghdway, in rural

areas which became a weapon of attack and defénse.

One writer from the South Arcot district, for inste, argued that “the Brahmin vs non-Brahmin hatseidund
supreme in every Taluk”. The leading Zamindars iadk&s published a manifesto to disassociate thegsdélom the
Home Rule. The Dravida sangam organised a meefitttemon-Brahmins at Uraiyur in Tiruchirapplli @™ November
1917. One of the speakers said that the IndianddmMoeicome fit for Home Rule when they did away witie caste
system. An anti-Home Rule Movement meeting was laglddayarpalayam in which the non-Brahmin leadies

K.A.P.Viswanadham criticised the congress and thigities of Mrs.Besant®

Another meeting was held at Madras by Adi Dravidiamopposition to the Home Ruler and the Brahmiligs

meeting headed by the Zamindar of Telaprole, wisten a prominent leader of the non-Brahm&has.

Mrs. Besant was now being attacked almost dailythrge Justice party papers namely, Justice, Dravjdi
Andhra prakasika. The Dravidian headlines like “‘ni¢oRule Is Brahmana’s Rule.” Pamphlets appearedtignéng her
integrity and that of her Brahman collegues. Onedalet mocked her attempts at social reform by rkmg that she

refused to introduce interdining in the organisasiche sponsored because she regarded the sudmareisyounger

brothers™®

CONCLUSIONS

Annie Besant was associated with India for morgy#@an any other foreign friends of India‘s freedand was
more deeply involved in Indian development. Her lddRule League grew from strength to strength, aedémpo of her
agitation of the movement in India picked up almalksections of people including peasants and @mrjoined her Home

Rule League.

Her political idiom had brought about a wondedhbnge in the political climate of the nation ard Bpirit of agitation
stung people into higher pursuits and action. Hexeiw on one side she brought passion, enthusesirvigor in politics,

on the other side, she infused the quality of a@strand discipline in public struggle.
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